
A few months ago my brother and I were 
traveling home to visit our family for a big 
birthday affair. We got to LaGuardia run-
ning a bit late. We were cranky. I was ap-
proaching the gate agent, when John (my 
brother) accused me of jumping people in 
line. I ignored him; I was determined to get 
premier exit-row seats. As I was quizzing the 
gate agent, he began a conversation with a 
woman standing next to us, who was just 
as exasperated as we were. Explaining my 
bad behavior, John quipped one word to her: 
“Family.” He rolled his eyes and went on, 
“We’re going to visit family.” She sympatheti-
cally nodded her head in understanding, and 
said, “Oh, sorry to hear that,” flashed him 
a smile, and wished him the best of luck.

Family is a loaded word for everyone, 
especially around this time of the year, 
especially for GLBT people. We all have 
mixed feelings sparked when we think 
of the families that raised us, the fami-
lies we’ve created on our own, and our 
past and present church families.

As a church family, we are brothers and 
sisters in Christ, tied together by our baptism. 
If we really believe that we are all intri-

cately connected through Christ, as siblings, 
then that should change how we treat each 
other. Of course, some of us have to imag-
ine what a sibling relationship feels like, 
because we don’t have any siblings from 
our family of origin. For others, our relation-
ships with our siblings are so tremendously 
painful and hard that it creates a hole. And 
for some of us, the siblings we grew up 
with have proven to be our guiding lights.

Many of our church families have some work 
to do. Church has sometimes 
proven our families of origin to 
be better, kinder, more accepting, 
and more loving places than our 
pews. Regardless, we all have a 
dream of what family—church 
family included—can look like: 
accepting and loving and under-
standing. Indeed, as accepting 
and loving and understanding 
as Christ is with each of us. 

As we move into Advent, we 
get ready to celebrate the very 
untraditional family—the family 
that births the One who truly 
accepts all who come in his 

path. Jesus “gets it;” he gets people’s need 
to create family outside of what is cultur-
ally sanctioned. He gets the need to forge 
one’s own way in a world that is rejecting 
of his radical love. He gets the experience 
of separation and re-creation in new and 
refreshing ways. He gets the joy of gather-
ing his family together and celebrating life.

Blessings to you and your family, what-
ever that may look or feel like, as we 
celebrate together the birth of Christ!

friends • fellowship • family

Winter 2007 / 08 Newsletter
We continue our newsletter tradition in this issue with the theme of Family.

Family
The Rev. Mieke Vandersall

The Honorable Christine Quinn, 2007 Faithful 
Public Servant, and The Rev. Mieke Vandersall



2

The movie Touch of Pink illustrates my journey toward becoming 
family. The main character, Alim, a young gay man of Indian decent 
living in London, has an ongoing imaginary friendship with the actor 
Cary Grant. He tells Cary Grant any personal difficulty he is expe-
riencing and his imaginary friend always has the right answer.

Two conflicts in Alim’s life keep him coming back to Cary Grant for 
solace and direction: Alim is closeted to his pushy but warm and car-
ing mother, and is in a relationship with his lover with whom he feels 
immense insecurity. As long as he is closeted from his mother and 
indulges in feelings of rejection from his lover, he clings to Cary Grant 
as his only true intimate, his only confidant, his only significant other.

Alim’s life unravels and he is outed. His mother is more than ac-
cepting of her son’s sexual orientation and his lover. Alim comes 
to trust enough to rest secure in his relationship with his lover. It 
is at this point that Cary Grant and Alim have their final conver-
sation in which Cary Grant kindly, gently steps aside and fades 
away. The imaginary childhood playmate is no longer needed.

Alim has at last stepped into family. He has an accepting mother 
who is able to adjust, and he is securely partnered with a lov-
ing real significant other. These two characters, his accept-

ing mother and his loving partner, were already in place; it was 
Alim who needed to make some critical mental changes to make 
real that understanding. Once these changes came into Alim’s 
life, the imaginary Cary Grant was no longer the substitute par-
ent and the perfect lover, and so Cary Grant fades away.

Alim’s journey toward family in some ways mirrors my own. Jesus 
was my Cary Grant, the perfect childhood playmate. The Bible was 
my play script from which I could adapt whatever words I needed 
to hear from my Jesus as playmate. This, sadly, was pretty much 
the totality of my family until age forty-four. My playmate-like 
Jesus was the only person with whom I could be honest and open 
about myself and find full acceptance, understanding, and valida-
tion. Members of my given family – parents, siblings – did not have 
the resources or the power to do so. I had to hide from my given 
family for years and then, unlike Alim’s situation with his mother, 
I was made an outcast once my parents and siblings knew that I 
was gay. It’s no wonder that Jesus took on proportions like that of 
a childhood imaginary playmate for thirty one years of my life.

Unlike the movies where everything resolves in 90 minutes, my 
cordial good-bye with my Jesus as playmate played out over the 
course of three years. Beginning at age forty-one, I rose daily before 
anyone was awake and walked out of my house and into the still 
morning. With tears coursing down my face, I talked with God out of 
my brokenness, and in those arguments and pleadings that I placed 
before God, I believe I began to love the Triune God with my body 
and mind. With the self disclosure that was characteristic of my life 
with God, I prayed, “Father, I cannot wait for the ascended resur-
rected Christ to some day place his physical loving arms around me 
and hold me. I need loving male arms now to cradle me. Send, I pray, 
the arms of Jesus to me now in the person of another loving male.”

That person I prayed for came into my life more than ten years ago. 
He held me for literally hours on end. The tender warmth of his 
physical touch and the mutual self disclosure we shared through 
speech, healed my broken spirit. I revived. We bonded, coupled, 
committed ourselves in love to each other, and found in the other 
meaningfulness and fulfillment that we had not known prior to our 
love for each other: It was“Like coming home to no home I ever 

A Journey Toward Becoming Family
When Life and Family Became Real for Me

Steve Parelli 
Executive Director 

The Other Sheep 
www.othersheep.org

see Journey, page 5
Friends at the Presbyterian Welcome 
Celebrating Family Worship Service.
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Yes, I want to join The Presbyterian Welcome Community

I am sending $  right now and pledge to 
send $  by the end of the year.

Other
 I am a student or am on a budgeted income  
but still want to be a Friend. I am contributing  
$  to the cause. Please sign me up as  
a supporter!

Friends Forever ($1,000+)
You receive all the benefits above with the addition 
of a ceramic fish dish…and much more!

Special Friend ($250–999)
You receive all the benefits of Best Friends with the 
addition of a Presbyterian Welcome t-shirt.

Best Friend ($100–249)
You receive all the benefits of Friends with the 
addition of a tin of Presbyterian Welcome mints.

Friend ($35–99)
You will receive a newsletter, will be updated on all 
events, be added to our news alert list serve, and an 
invitation to our annual Christmas party.

(please see other side)

Friend
($35–99)
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
The Rev. Moira Ahearne
Sally Barhydt
Anne Barstow
The Rev. Dr. 

Constance Baugh
Leigh Behnke
Mary Birchard
Rev. Robert Brashear
Richard Burrill
David and Linda Burpee
Anne S. Connor
Robert Deluke
The Rev. Beverly Dempsey
Tom Driver and 

Anne Barstow
Kate Dunn
Ulla Farmer
Marianne and James Farrin
Joy Faxon
Heather Gross
The Rev. Bryan Franzen
Richard Hasbasny
The Rev. Katherine Higgins
The Rev.Peggy Howland
Estelle Jones
Ginger Lambert
Patricia Lewis
Alex Li and Sue Peng-Li
Johanna Lo
Danny Martian

Derrick McQueen
Ed Moran
John and Eloise Morehouse
Anna Obom
Helen and Russell Pennoyer
Ed Rogers
Jean Richardson
Anneliese Scheef
The Rev. Chris Shelton
The Rev. Stacy Smith
The Rev. Mary Speers
Rita Stewart
Gracey Stoddard
Jenna Tiitsman
The Rev. Bruce Wagner
Jaqueline Van Vliet
George Voorhis

Best Friend
($100–249)
Anonymous
Carol Adams
Wallace and Alice Alston
Margaret Atkins
Betty Bolden
Helen Bowen-Ingram
Betsy Britton
Stuart Buice
Richard Burlage and 

Fritz Duteau
José Cintron
Catherine Clewlow
The Rev. Laura 

Cunningham
The Rev. Cliff Frasier

Mary Ann Garland
Michael Gilligan and 

John Indalecio
The Rev. Krystin Granberg
Meg Harper
Milan Hughston
Gary Ireland
Robert Jezowski
Anne Hale Johnson
Nicole Johnson
Betty Jones
Estelle Clausen Jones
Edward Kennelly
Galen Laserson
Nora Lidell
Christopher and 

Valerie Mason
Neal Matticks
The Rev. Sarah and 

Donny McCaslin
The Rev. Oscar McCloud
The Rev. Charles Mitchell
Scott Morton
David Mulle
Ellen Pearre-Cason
The Rev. Thomas Philipp
Kathy Pokoik
Mary Reiman
Dale Reynolds
Tina Silvestro
Ellsworth Stanton, III
Marcena Steele
Dave Taylor
Kathy Tiitsman
Charlotte Wallace
Sara and John Rudge Weale

The Rev. William 
Weisenbach

Angela Zachary

Special Friend
($250–999)
Anonymous
Molly Bell
John Bradley
The Rev. Alistair 

Drummond
William Falk
Christine Gorman 

and Elissa Pinto
Marie Kalson
Karen Kavey
Massimo Maglione
Joan and Frank Marino
Suzanne Mecs
The Rev. Cheryl Pyrch
Vera Roberts
Al and Elise Junn Sawyers
Julian and Ruth Schroeder
Mary Anne Schwalbe
The Rev. Byron and 

Margaret Shafer
Beverly Thompson
Keith Toth
The Rev. Mieke Vandersall
The Rev. Dr. Jon Walton
Nan Wilson
The Rev. Patricia 

Raube Wilson
Kaaren Zvonik

Friends Forever
($1,000+)
The Rev. Charles Amstein
The Rev. David Cockcroft
The Rev. Anne and 

Fran Conroy
The Rev. Mark Hostetter 

and Alexander Habib
John Kinney
The Rev. Laurie McNeil
Doug Nave
Holly and Jim Nedelka
Joan and Reade Ryan
Takako Terino
Jim Uleman
Myrle and Duane Wall

Other Friend
Dorothy Alexander-Gill
Ann Darmstaetter
David Delauro
Salenda Kincaid
Kenneth Macritchie
Dorothy Muller
The Rev. Norman Stanton
Nafees Tejani
Dorothy Vanderwerf

We are grateful to the following 2007 Presbyterian Welcome Friends.  
If you are not on this list it is easy to get there! Either donate online at  
www.presbyterianwelcome.org or send in your check with the form below.
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Name

Address, City, State, Zip

e-mail

Phone

Congregation

	� I’d like to be added to the news flash e-mail 
list (addresses will not be shared).

	 I’d like to be listed anonymously.

	 I’d like to receive my newsletter via e-mail.

We give thanks for your generosity!

Please mail this form with your 
tax-deductible contribution made out to:

Presbyterian Welcome • 2095 Broadway, Suite 306 • New York, NY 10023

Website Update
The new website – www.presbyterianwelcome.org – is going strong! We’ve added a photo gal-
lery, more items to the resources page, and we’ve linked up with other supportive organizations. You can 
check the site regularly for updates and announcements on Presbyterian Welcome events.

Starting in January, we’ll have a new weekly devotional blog. Called “Psalms Modern,” the blog will be comprised of devotion-
als and reflections inspired by lectionary readings, scriptures, poems, books, and other media. The idea is to help us see how 
God is still speaking to the LGBTQ community and the wider world. There will be an easy link from our homepage, and if YOU 
would like to write a devotional, please don’t hesitate to let us know. Our email address is info@presbyterianwelcome.org.

Opening the Welcome Circle
Please join us February 8-10, 2008, for “Opening the Welcome Circle” weekend, with our spe-
cial guest Sara Herwig, candidate for ministry in Boston Presbytery. 

Friday, Feb 8: Screening of the movie “TransAmerica” at First Presbyterian Church, Manhattan. 
Movie starts at 6:30 p.m. Discussion with Sara Herwig following.

Sunday, Feb 10: Sara Herwig teaches adult education at FPC, Manhattan, on how to make your con-
gregation more welcoming to the T part of LGBT. Class begins at 9:30 a.m.

Announcing Our Board of Directors
Class of 2010

Elder John Bradley 

The Rev. Chris Shelton 

Brian Symonds 

Elder Josh Thomas

Class of 2008

Elder Helen Bowen 

The Rev. David Cockcroft 

The Rev. Cheryl Pyrch 

The Rev. Laura Cunningham

Class of 2009

Elder Betty Bolden 

Derrick McQueen 

Elder Esther Sohn 

Elder James Tse

Executive 

Committee

President: Cheryl Pyrch 

Secretary: Brian Symonds 

Treasurer: Helen Bowen
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Orlando was a dear, loving, wise and delightful soul. He was a devoted member of 
Presbyterian Welcome Supporting Congregation, the Church of Gethsemane. He rose 
quickly in leadership from deacon, elder, treasurer and finally Clerk of Session. Devoted to 
Gethsemane’s ministry, he spent many days visiting prisons and shelters. He tirelessly gave 
time to JusiceWorks Community as a board member, making flowers and phone calls and 
attending rallies. Orlando was the most devoted and prolific creator of origami flowers.

Orlando was a loyal supporter of Presbyterian Welcome. He was on our Steering 
Committee as Gethsemane’s representative for many years and faithfully attended 
meetings and shared his wisdom. He spent hours with us helping with mailings. He 
was a joy, a bright light in our witness at the annual Pride March. Although not a gay 
man, he faithfully held a sign that read “Out Gay Elder,” proclaiming that this is what 
he needed to do to be in solidarity. We have fond memories pushing him down Fifth 
Avenue in his wheelchair with a wide smile on his face and his sign held high. 

Every person who met Orlando was touched by grace.

knew” (Sleepless in Seattle), or Like be-
ing family like no family I ever knew.

My Jesus as playmate faded from my life. 
He was no longer the focal point around 
which everything revolved. I came to 
understand that in this particular area of 
my need and longing, Jesus sustains me 
through his appointed means. As Eve was 
distinct from God and as Eve, not God, 
satisfied Adam’s incompleteness, so my 
in-the-flesh-significant-other life-partner 
is distinct from Jesus and he, not Jesus, 
will complete me in the sense that God 
intended. God completed Adam through 
Eve, his appointed means. Though God 
walked with Adam in the Garden in the 
cool of the day, God’s presence with Adam 
did not suffice in all things. Adam was 
incomplete without Eve albeit God was 
there. Building a life solely around Jesus 
as though he was all I needed as family to 
meet my needs for belonging, fellowship, 

community and communion, is what warped 
my Jesus into an imaginary playmate.

With the realization that Jesus had func-
tioned by-and-large as an imaginary play-
mate for some thirty years, and along with 
other faith related questions of doubt and 
re-examination, I experienced a personal 
faith crisis in my mid life years. It caused 
me to enter into a process of rethinking 
my faith and then mending, rebuilding 
and redirecting my faith. I refer to this 
process as loving God with all my mind.

As I reviewed my thirty years prior to my 
faith crisis, I became aware that Jesus 
had not been real to me, not in the areas 
of intimate relationships, fellowship and 
family. No, in this area of my life Jesus 
had become an imaginary playmate as 
the perfect significant other who would 
fulfill all these needs. I didn’t need family. 
I didn’t need a relationship. I had Jesus. 
But this way of thinking is fatally flawed. 
I had made Jesus the end. Instead, he 

provides the means to the end. In this 
department of life, he is not the end.

Suffice it to say, that in these last ten years 
of being family, that is partnered with my 
loving spouse, life has become real for me. 
I suppose that’s why Cary Grant smiles in 
Touch of Pink at the end of the movie as he 
fades away for the last and final time while 
looking fondly on Alim: at last life became 
real for Alim; at last Alim was truly con-
nected to his significant others – his mother 
and partner; at last family. When I watched 
the movie for the second time, I saw Jesus, 
or the imaginary playmate Jesus, smil-
ing fondly upon me as he faded away.

At last a real Jesus appeared who is 
not simply meshed in with my personal 
intimate needs. No, He is the Other, 
standing apart from me, who has heard 
my plea and provided for me by giv-
ing me a family, a significant other. •

Journey (continued from page 2)

Remembering with Celebration Orlando Haynes
July 31, 1951–November 3, 2007
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Those who love me will tell you that it’s not 
often that I don’t know what to say, but this 
was one of those times. A little over one year 
into my first call as associate pastor in a pro-
gressive, metropolitan church, I was leading 
an Advent small group discussion of spiritual 
practices. Group members were sharing how 
they were finding daily times for prayer and 
silence, while one woman, a friend, practi-
cally glared at the rest of us. When her turn 
came, instead of addressing the group, she 
said to me, “Laura, you’re going to be such 
a better pastor after you have children.” 

In that one comment, this mother with 
three young children let us know how much 
(or how little) silence she had found in her 
week. She also managed to push about ten 
of my personal and pastoral buttons. Was 
she implying that somehow I was incom-
plete without children? Did she see me as 
less than mature, or less fulfilled than she 
was, because I had never given birth? Didn’t 
she know that ours was a church that was 
trying to celebrate all kinds of families, 
with or without children? Hadn’t she heard 
the good news preached from our pulpit, 
that we are blessed, not because of any-
thing we have done (like have children), but 
because in Jesus Christ we discover our 
own identity as God’s beloved children? 

The buttons triggered more frustrations and 
insecurities - Was I less of a pastor to chil-
dren or to parents because I had never been a 
parent myself? How would I do all the things 
I did as a pastor if I had children? Going on 
youth ski trips, serving on the board of a local 
outreach ministry, showing up at the hospital 
late at night – not to mention the session and 
committee meetings, the commuting – how 
did she think that would ever happen if I had 

children? What could this woman have been 
thinking when she made this comment?

Almost ten years, five churches, and two 
kids later, here I am, by God’s grace and 
sense of humor still a pastor and now a 
mother, and the remark still makes me crazy. 
It reminds me of all the work left for the 
church in defining families, and in claim-
ing the child, the Christ child, who makes 
us complete. I have learned, though, that 
when something makes me crazy, God 
often wants me to listen more closely, 
both to the other person and to myself.

What I now hear, thinking back on this group, 
is that as I was getting preachy about finding 
God in silence, this busy yet faithful mom 
knew she didn’t have time to add another 
spiritual practice to her already full to-do list. 
This didn’t mean that she hated quiet time, 
or rejected a silent experience of God during 
Advent, but that she had experienced the 
power of God with her in the lives of those 
who filled her life. Maybe it was in seeing her 
children grow, or hearing them resolve a fight, 
or peeking in on them sleeping – something 
had led her to claim a very real God, not in 
silence, but in her relationships with her 
children. Perhaps she knew that this kind of 
experience, of God in the life of another per-
son in whom you have invested much of your 
own time and energy, and not more meetings 
or activities, would make me a better pastor.

You don’t have 
to be a mother 
– you don’t have 
even have to be 
kin – to experi-
ence God this way. 
Those who fill our 

lives with meaning – who care for us, who 
invest time and energy in us, who hold our 
hands in our deepest pain, who share their 
love in food or hugs or emails, and those 
for whom we do the same – those people 
Proust called “the charming gardeners who 
make our souls blossom” – these are the 
people who show us God and thus become 
our family. They may also be the people who 
wound us more deeply, who irritate us the 
worst, because they also hold the key to our 
internal fuse boxes. God uses them, too.

As I get ready for this Advent, thinking not 
so much about silence, but more about God 
using all the gardeners of my soul, becom-
ing flesh again in the soil around me, I turn 
to that age-old family portrait that we all 
remember. Not the place where I would have 
posed it, had I been Mary, nor the family 
members I would have allowed in the labor 
and delivery area. As much as I have sung 
about that supposedly silent night, I have 
realized that significance of this image, the 
power of the story, is not in the silence. The 
power comes when the worn-out parents, 
confused shepherds, jubilant angels, and 
whoever else has gathered in the stable 
help us to see God, not just in the man-
ger, but in all the people who garden our 
souls. This year and always, may God be 
with you and all of those you call family.

The Charming Gardeners
The Rev. Laura Cunningham

The Revs. Leslie Merlin and Liz 
Alexander at the 2007 Christmas Party

2007 Faithful Servant 
Takako Suzuki Terino
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Supportive 
Organizations:

List being compiled.

For more information:
917.441.8638
info@presbyterianwelcome.org
www.presbyterianwelcome.org

Presbyterian 
Welcome’s mission 
is to build up and 
repair the Body of 
Christ by working for 
the full inclusion of 
all disciples without 
regard to sexual 
orientation and 
gender identity.

retreat 2008
For lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, queer, or  
questioning Presbyterian Inquirers and Candidates for  
Ministry of Word and Sacrament

Why Do We Need to Gather?
	 •	 �Offer pastoral care to one another.
	 •	 �Discover our path towards justice.
	 •	 �Laugh and cry in the presence of God.
	 •	 �Develop a network of support.
	 •	 �Worship to inspire spiritual strength for  

the journey.
	 •	 �Set goals for the coming year.
	 •	 �Claim our call in changing the church!

All those in the “in-care 
process” are invited to retreat 
from July 17–20 in rural Indiana.
We hope to create a safe space for all inquirers and candidates to feel comfortable, 
no matter how “out” they can be. The retreat will be facilitated by participants 
from the 2007 retreat and by lesbian and gay individuals recently ordained.

Retreat cost is $250. In order to gather all LGBTQ inquirers and 
candidates,very substantial scholarships are available to all who are in 
need. We gratefully thank supportive organizations for their commitment 
to the participants and their financial support in helping us gather.

If you are an inquirer or candidate and feel this retreat would be helpful, or if you 
know someone who is in the “in-care process” please call Mieke’s confidential 
voicemail at 917-441-8638 or email mieke@presbyterianwelcome.org.  
Call or email for an application. Deadline: July 1, 2008. Space is limited.



2095 Broadway, Suite 306

New York, NY 10023

t: 917.441.8638  •  f: 212.721.9154

info@presbyterianwelcome.org

www.presbyterianwelcome.org

Our 18 Supporting 
Congregations
•	�The Brick Presbyterian

•	�Broadway Presbyterian

•	�Central Presbyterian

•	�First Presbyterian, Brooklyn

•	�The First Presbyterian Church in the City of New York

•	�The Church of Gethsemane

•	�Jan Hus Presbyterian

•	�Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian

•	�Nauraushaun Presbyterian

•	�Palisades Presbyterian

•	�The Presbyterian Church of Astoria

•	�Riverdale Presbyterian

•	�Rutgers Presbyterian

•	�Second Presbyterian

•	�South Presbyterian, Dobbs Ferry

•	�St. James Presbyterian

•	�Trinity Presbyterian

•	�West Park Presbyterian
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Our Mission
Presbyterian Welcome, a validated ministry, is a community of 

congregations and individuals in the New York area. Our mission is to 

build up and repair the Body of Christ by working for the full inclusion of 

all disciples, without regard to sexual orientation and gender identity.

In being a resource for the church we aim to:

	 •	�Provide leadership and education for the exploration 

of human sexuality in a theological framework;

	 •	�Reform the Church constitution to remove barriers to inclusion;

	 •	�Raise awareness, encourage discipleship and 

promote welcome in local congregations;

	 •	�Witness to God’s faithfulness for those who face 

difficulty in responding to God’s call;

	 •	�Join in partnerships with like-minded 

organizations to accomplish these goals.


